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ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL  DISTRICT,  KENT 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1973. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
Population 

The  Registrar  General® s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was  7,240 
which  was  an  increase  of  1,270  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  87  (43M.  44F. )  which  was  a  decrease  of  3  from 
that  of  the  previous  year  and  the  corresponding  crude  birth  rate  was  12.0, 
when  adjusted,  however,  by  the  Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor  which  is 
computed  from  a  population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution  and  allows 
comparison  with  other  Districts  the  rate  becomes  15.0  and  was  the  same  as  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 


Stillbirths  and  Rate 

There  were  two  stillbirths  registered  during  the  year  and  the  still-birth  rate 
was  22.0  which  was  higher  than  that  of  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

There  was  one  infant  death  registered  during  the  year  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  accordingly  11.0  compared  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  stillbirths  and  infant 
deaths  under  one  week  of  age)  is  prematurity,  asphyxia  and  atelectasis,  birth 
injuries  and  congenital  malformations  and  the  most  important  maternal  factor  is 
taxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  or 
Abortion,  and  signifies  the  high  standard  of  modern  obstetric  practice. 

Total  Deaths  and  Rate 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  86  (42M.  44F.)  and  the 
corresponding  crude  death  rate  was  11.0;  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General's 
Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed  from  a  population  standardised  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  and  affords  comparison  with  other  Districts,  the  adjusted  rate 
was  10.6  and  was  slightly  lower  than  that  of  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  majority  of  deaths  were  amongst  the  aged  from  natural  causes,  namely 
Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System;  of 
these  there  were  55. 

Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year:- 

Measles .  200 


Scarlet  Fever 
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A  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  prevalence  of  serious  Infectious  Diseases 
has  been  reached,  in  prevention  and  treatment.  For  example,  the  remarkable 
advance  in  this  Century  of  medical  science,  with  emphasis  on  the  last  40  years, 
has  prevented  by  vaccination  and  immunisation  lethal  and  disabling  infections  such 
as  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  recently  Measles  and  German 
Measles  and  by  treatment  with  specific  Anti-biotics  and  Sulpha  drugs,  diseases 
caused  by  bacteria  such  as  Acute  Meningitis,  the  Pneumonias,  Puerperal  Sepsis, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers,  and  Food  Poisoning  etc. 

Influenza,  which  is  still  epidemic  in  the  winter  months  is  by  and  large 
the  most  dangerous  infection  and  it  is  still  equivocal  whether  vaccination  is 
preventive,  unless  a  vaccine  specific  to  the  strain  which  is  likely  to  become 
epidemic  is  prepared  in  time  before  the  epidemic  occurs. 

All  virus  infections  per  se  do  not  respond  to  treatment  by  the  Anti¬ 
biotics  or  Sulpha  drugs,  but  fortunately  serious  complications  caused  by  bacteria 
usually  respond  successfully  to  treatment. 

Vaccination  against  the  virus  of  Measles  has  recently  been  introduced,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  biennial  outbreaks  which  occur  will  be  eventually 
controlled.  Vaccination  is  available  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  from  the 
Family  Doctor. 

Also,  vaccination  against  German  Measles  has  been  more  recently  introduced 
for  girls  aged  about  11  -  14  years  which  would  prevent  congenital  malformations 
amongst  babies  whose  mothers  might  suffer  from  this  infection  during  the  early 
months  of  pregnancy. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  was  discontinued  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  on 
30th  July,  1971  as  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  consider  mass 
vaccination  of  the  child  population  to  be  unnecessary. 

Tuberculosis 


Four  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
New  cases  amongst  youth  are  uncommon  to-day  compared  with  the  relatively  larger 
numbers  of  Tuberculosis  and  Mass  Radiography  Services,  including  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year.  This  fact  is 
an  excellent  tribute  to  the  invaluable  routine  preventive  work  in  Food  Hygiene 
carried  through  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your 
support  of  and  interest  in  the  Department  and  also  the  Staff  for  their  very 
efficient  service. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
Elwick  House, 

Elwick  Rd. , 

Ashford. 


Tel.  Ashford  34241 
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STATI STICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1973 

Area : -  31,031  acres. 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of:  - 

The  Resident  Population  .  7,240 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According  to  the 

Rate  Books  2,790  (1972) 

Rateable  Value  £241,174  (1972) 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £2,253  (1972) 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Romney  Marsh  Rural  District  is  essentially  agricultural  in  character 
and  interests  but,  as  part  of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  with  wide 
expanses  of  sand,  there  is  considerable  catering  for  the  large  numbers  of 
holiday-makers  and  weekend  trippers  who  are  attracted  to  the  district,  and 
associated  there  are  large  holiday  camps  and  licensed  caravan  sites. 

There  is  negligible  unemployment  and  social  conditions  are  generally  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL S TATI STICS 

Romney 
Marsh  Rural 
District 


Total 

M^ 

F. 

1 . 

Live  Births 

87 

43 

44 

Birth  Rate 

12.0 

per  1 , 000 

(Adjusted 

(a)  Legitimate 

74 

33 

41. 

estimated 

Rate) 

resident 

15.0 

(b)  Illegitimate 

13 

10 

13 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

- 

Rate  per 

1,000  total 

22.0 

(a)  Legitimate 

2 

2 

— 

(live  and 
stillbirths) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Total  live  and 

stillbirths 

89 

45 

44 

4. 

Deaths 

86 

42 

44 

Death  Rate 

11.0 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

Rate 

population 

10.6 

5. 

Deaths  from 

Rate  per 

Nil 

Pregnancy,  Child- 

— 

— 

- 

1,000  (live 

birth,  Abortion 

&  stillbirths) 

6. 

Deaths  from  Infants 

Rate  per 

Under  One  Year 

1 , 000  live 

of  Age 

1 

- 

1 

births 

11.0 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Rate  per 

1,000  legiti¬ 
mate  live 

14.0 

. 

births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per 

Nil 

1 , 000  illegiti 
mate  live 

births 

7. 

Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

Rate  per 

11.0 

(i.e.  Stillbirths  & 
deaths  under  one 
week  of  age) . 

1 ,000  live 
births 

8. 

Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent 

of 

total 

live  births 

15% 

England 

and 

Wales 

13.7 

12.0 


12c  0 

Not 

Available 

17.0 

16.0 

22.0 

10.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING  1973 


All  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

2 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

2 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc. 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

19 

12 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

4 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

42 

44 

-6 


co 
•— ( 
CO 

s 

50 

u 

a 

w 

CQ 

i 


co 

t" 

O) 


-p 

•H 

pH 

CCJ 

-P 

P 

O 

s 

•c 

c 

ccl 

co 

CD 

CO 

CCS 

u 

? 

CD 

2 


G 

o 

co 

CD 

co 

ccj 

U 


gj 

•p 

o 


CO 

x: 

■p 

ccj 

£ 


co 

CD 

CO 

CCJ 

U 

* 

<D 

52 


CO 

TJ 

O 

•H 

P 

CD 

A 

CD 

bn 

< 


P 


O 

p 

■p 

CD 

CCS 

•P 

p 

CO 

•H 

•H 

i 

a 

bO 

G 

CO 

CD 

O 

CD 

a 

a 

>= 

p 

o 

•p 

ccj 

P 

•H 

aj 

CO 

CD 

a 


I 

G 

o 

z 


>1 

p 

o 

■p 

ccS 

p 

•H 

04 

CO 

CD 

K 


►o 

P 

O 

•P 

ccj 

p 

•H 

Q4 

CO 

CD 

05 


I 

G 

o 


oj 

p 

o 

-p 

CCJ 

p 

•H 

04 

CO 

<D 


Z\CC 


P*5 

P 

o 

-p 

ccj 

p 

•H 

o4 

CO 

CD 

05 


fry 


Oh 


CO 


CO 


O 


o 


to 


m 


m 

CM 


in 

co 


m 


m 

m 


co 

G 

pH 

a 

m 

CO 


CO 


m 


CO 


ccj 

-p 

o 

H 


4-> 

O 

0 

TJ 

ccj 

X! 

O 

XJ 

£ 

CO 

•p 

G 

CD 

•H 

-P 

CCJ 

a 

<H 

o 

CO 

•pH 

CO 

O 

pH 

53 

O 

fry 

CD 

X) 

E 

O 

P 

<H 

CO 

x: 

■p 

ccj 

CD 

V 

o 

(5 

CD 

P 

CD 

£ 

CD 

P 

CD 


been  notified  as  suffering:  from  that  disease 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
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Smallpox  vaccinations  at  County  Clinics  were  discontinued  as  from  30-7-71 . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  OFFICER  NOT  YET 


AVAILABLE  DUE  TO  REORGANIZATION  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 


REPORT  TO  FOLLOW. 


